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A communication problem?

• GP: “How are you doing?”
• Patient: “My breathing 
hasn't changed.”
• GP: “It's good you haven't 
been in hospital for a while.”
• Patient: “I'm still quite 
breathless.”
• GP: “Do you need a 
prescription for any of your 
medications?” … 



Do we need routine 
assessment?

• Experience is hard 
to describe

• GP avoid asking 
about ‘untreatable 
symptom’

• Clinically important 
symptom?



“My breathing requires muscle 
work or effort?”



Local biologies and bodily noise
“Old age never arrives alone”



Policy 
recommendations


