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Reference: FOI.ICB-2526/182 
 
Subject: Antimicrobial Guidelines (Epididymo-orchitis / Fluoroquinolones) Governance and MHRA Alert Implementation 

I can confirm that the ICB does hold some of information requested; please see responses below: 
 

QUESTION RESPONSE 

Date range: 1 January 2024 to today. 
 
Scope and definitions: 

• “EO” = epididymo-orchitis / epididymitis guidance for primary care. 
• “MHRA 2024 alert” = the MHRA Drug Safety Update of 22 January 2024 concerning systemic fluoroquinolones. 
• “Medicines Optimisation/AMS committee(s)” includes the BNSSG Medicines Optimisation Committee, Antimicrobial Stewardship 

Group (or equivalent), and any relevant working groups. 
• “Decision-support” includes EMIS/TPP/SystmOne prompts, ScriptSwitch/OptimiseRx, MicroGuide (if used), and any locally 

maintained digital guideline platform. 
1. Guideline versions & text 

a. The current BNSSG antimicrobial guideline 
section covering epididymo-
orchitis/epididymitis (primary care). 

b. All previous versions of this EO section 
published/valid since 1 Jan 2024, with version 
numbers and dates. 

c. Any formal change log or version history for the 
EO section in that period. 

a. Current guideline version 9.9:  
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b. Previous guidelines:  
February 24 version 9.8 -link to MHRA alert and fluroquinolone 
patient information leaflet added 
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Guideline valid January 24 version 9.7 
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c. Area Prescribing and Medicines Optimisation Committee 

(AMPOC) medicines guidance / pathway approval form April 24 
For version 9.9 

 
 

2. Change rationale & governance 

a. Minutes, agendas, and papers of Medicines 
Optimisation/Antimicrobial Stewardship 

a.  
• Please find enclosed the Agenda and Minutes (Doc 01/01.1) of 

the Area Prescribing and Medicines Optimisation Committee, 



 

 
5 

 
 

meetings where either the EO section or the 
MHRA 22-Jan-2024 fluoroquinolone 
restrictions were discussed. 

b. Any Clinical Safety Impact Assessment / 
Quality Impact Assessment / Equality Impact 
Assessment undertaken when reviewing or 
publishing EO content since 1 Jan 2024. 

c. Any rationale papers or options appraisals that 
considered how to reflect the MHRA restriction 
(e.g., whether to retain or remove 
ofloxacin/levofloxacin entries, or to add “only when 
other antibiotics are inappropriate” wording). 

April 2024, where the changes to the antibiotic guideline were 
approved - item 5.12 on the agenda.  Changes to the EO 
guideline were not specifically raised.  

• Enclosed are the agenda and minutes (Docs 2/2.1) of the 
BNSSG AMS Collaboration, 24th January 2024 - the item was not 
on the agenda but raised under AOB 

• Enclosed are the agenda and minutes of the BNSSG AMS 
Collaboration (Docs 03/3.1), 20th March 2024 – item 3 on the 
agenda. 

 
Please note: FOI requests and responses are publicly available and 
therefore personal information has been redacted. The ICB 
considers the names included in the enclosed documents to be 
personal information and therefore has applied a section 40 
(Personal Information) exemption to this information. 
 
b. Not held 
c. Not held 

3. MHRA/CAS alert implementation 

a. Records showing receipt and implementation of 
the MHRA 22-Jan-2024 fluoroquinolone alert 
(e.g., CAS alerts, action plans, sign-off, 
audit/assurance of dissemination). 

b. Any prescribing bulletins, newsletters, safety 
notices or flash alerts issued to primary care 
regarding fluoroquinolone safety in 2024–2025; 

 
a. Internal safety/ CAS alert action log states receipt of alert on 

22/1/24 and circulated to primary care colleagues including 
medicines optimisation pharmacists, embedded practice 
pharmacists, PCN pharmacists and pharmacy technicians 
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include the circulation list or description of 
recipients. 

b. February 2024 Medicines Optimisation Newsletter 

  
 

This newsletter is distributed to those interested in medicines in 
primary care including GP practices and community pharmacists. 

4. Decision-support changes 

a. Details of any changes to EMIS/TPP/SystmOne 
prompts, ScriptSwitch/OptimiseRx rules, or 
MicroGuide entries specifically relating to 
fluoroquinolones and/or the EO section since 1 
Jan 2024 (include dates, rule text/screenshots, 
and who authorised the change). 

b. If BNSSG uses MicroGuide or another digital 
guideline platform, provide the admin change 
log for the EO page and any 
ofloxacin/levofloxacin entries during the date 
range. 

a. EMIS have an alert (produced centrally): 

 
We do not hold details of when this was released on EMIS 
Scriptswitch message 
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Most recent version released October 2024.  Dates and previous 
versions not held. 
b. No digital guideline platform is used for primary care antibiotic 

guidelines in BNSSG. 
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5. Audit / monitoring 

a. Any audits or retrospective reviews of 
fluoroquinolone prescribing for EO in primary 
care since 1 Jan 2024 (protocol/method, findings, 
actions). If none, please confirm “none held”. 

b. Any local microbiology/antibiogram summaries 
cited to justify retaining fluoroquinolones for 
enteric EO (if held centrally for guideline 
decisions). 

a) Review of patients on long term fluroquinolones in primary care.  
Practices completed this review.  Outcomes were not collated. 

b) Gram negative antibiogram from blood cultures: 
 

Antibiogram GP urine samples: 
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 Samples not obtained for epidiymo-orchitis: 

 

% Resistance All Locations Over 3,12 and 36 Months  
Name Short NumY3 PerY3 NumY1 PerY1 NumM3 PerM3 
Ciprofloxacin CIP 133963 7.02 46540 6.73 11649 6.49 
Coamoxiclav AMC 132371 11.20 44870 10.82 11268 10.29 
Gentamicin GEN 134038 4.74 46548 4.90 11653 4.69 
Cefalexin LEX 132329 9.91 44901 10.47 11235 10.50 
Cefpodoxime CPD 132480 7.04 44967 7.73 11275 7.80 
Nitrofurantoin NIT 132531 11.28 44969 11.08 11275 10.45 
Trimethoprim TRM 132498 25.73 44958 26.04 11272 25.56 
Pivmecillinam PIV 132477 6.70 44966 6.42 11277 5.94 
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6. Ownership & review cycle 

a. The next scheduled review date for the EO 
section and the post(s)/team responsible for 
updates. 

b. The process for interim safety updates when 
MHRA issues licence-level restrictions impacting 
existing BNSSG guidance (policy or SOP). 

a) A full review of the antibiotic guideline occurs every 3 years and 
is currently being undertaken. 

 
As national guidelines or safety updates are released sections 
are updated as needed. 

b) No SOP or policy.  Required changes are delt with individually. 

 
The information provided in this response is accurate as of 7 October 2025 and has been approved for release by Dr Geeta Iyer, 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer for NHS Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire ICB. 
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5.4 Primary Care Heart Failure Treatment Guideline Attached Formulary 
Team 

5.5 Vitamin D Patient Information Leaflet Attached   

5.6 PPI Guidance Attached  

5.7 

Commissioning Pathway for Botulinum Toxin A 
for Overactive Bladder in Paediatrics 
 No (minor update) 
 
Commissioning Pathways for Bruxism and 
Trigeminal Neuralgia 
 

 
 

All Attached 

 
 

 

5.8 
Oral Amiodarone status change impact TBC by 
UHBW 
 

TBC  UHBW 

5.9 

 
 
 
 
 

Healthier together PSDs:  
 
Subcutaneous administration of insulin PSD for 
primary care and Sirona use  
 
Authorisation for administration of medication 
PSD for primary care and Sirona use, specialist 
prescribing of red drug. 
 
Subcutaneous administration of insulin 
(secondary care discharges) PSD  
 
Authorisation for administration of medication 
(secondary care discharges) PSD 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Attached 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5.10 Aspirin in the management of Lynch syndrome Attached  

5.11 

BNSSG Blood Glucose Management in Type 2 
Diabetes 
 
BNSSG Type 1 Blood Glucose Monitoring 
Guidance (Primary Care) 
 
BNSSG Type 2 Diabetes Blood Glucose 
Monitoring Guidance (Adults) 
 

 
 
 

Attached  
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 Date of next meeting: Thursday 6/6 1330-1600   

 



































 

 

BNSSG STP Antibiotic Stewardship Collaboration 
 
Date:   Wednesday 24th January 2024 
Time:    13.30-14.30 
Location:     Microsoft Teams 
 

Agenda 
Item No. Agenda Item Presenter 

 
1 
 

 
Welcome, Introductions, Apologies and Declarations of 
Interests  
 

 

 
2 

 
Previous Minutes and Action Log (Attached)  

 
 

 
 
3 

 
Review of Prescribing Data 
 

All 

 
4 
 

 
Penicillin Allergy  

 
All  
 

 
5 

 
Guidelines Under Production 
 

 
All 
 

 
6 

 
Any Other Business 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 20th March at 13.30-14.30 on MS Teams 
 

All 

 
Items for future meetings 
Antibiotic PGDs 
OPAT in children 
Quality schedule audits / CQUIN results/ other data 
Review of prescribing data – all sectors 

 







 

 

BNSSG Antibiotic Stewardship Collaboration 
 
Date:   Wednesday 20th March 2024 
Time:    13.30-14.30 
Location:     Microsoft Teams 
 

Agenda 
Item No. Agenda Item Presenter 

 
1 
 

 
Welcome, Introductions, Apologies and Declarations of 
Interests  
 

 

 
2 

 
Previous Minutes and Action Log (Attached)  

 
 

 
 
3 

 
MHRA Alert - Fluoroquinolones Update 
 

All 

 
4 
 

 
CQUIN Update  

 
 

 
 
5 

 
Priorities for 2024/25 
 

 
All 
 

 
5 

 
Guidelines Under Production 
 

 
All 
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Any Other Business 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 15th May at 13.30-14.30 on MS Teams 
 

All 

 
Items for future meetings 
Antibiotic PGDs 
OPAT in children 
Quality schedule audits / CQUIN results/ other data 
Review of prescribing data – all sectors 
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