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Reference: FOI.ICB-2627/207 
 
Subject: s140 Notices or Arrangements with Bristol City Council (BCC) 

I can confirm that the ICB does hold the information requested; please see responses below: 
 

QUESTION RESPONSE 

Could BNSSG ICB provide evidence of any arrangements or 
notices it issued to Bristol City Council to discharge its duty 
under s140 of the Mental Health Act 1983 with system 
partners including AWP   

As was relevant to August 2022;  

Id like to see any such s140 notice in place at that time or any 
s140 policy or s140 operating procedures in place at that time,   

a) for the reception of patients in cases of special urgency; 
b) for the provision of accommodation or facilities designed 

so as to be specially suitable for patients who have not 
attained the age of 18 years.]  

Protocol document to Enact Section 140 of the Mental Health Act - 
May 2022 enclosed.  
 
This also includes the standard notification wording to system 
partners.   
 
Please note that FOI requests and responses are publicly available 
and therefore personal information has been redacted. The ICB 
considers the names and contact details included in the enclosed 
document to be personal information and therefore has applied a 
section 40 (Personal Information) exemption to this information. 

 
The information provided in this response is accurate as of 20 August 2026 and has been approved for release by Helena Fuller, 
Director of Contracts and Procurement for NHS Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire ICB. 
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Enacting Section 140 of the Mental Health Act 

In extremely rare cases there may be a need to enact Section 140 of the Mental Health Act.  This is 
described as the following: 

MHA 1983 s140 

Law 

[Notification of hospitals having arrangements for special cases][1] 

140. It shall be the duty of [every clinical commissioning group and of][2] [...][2] every [Local Health
Board][1] to give notice to every local social services authority for an area wholly or partly comprised 
within the [area of the [clinical commissioning group or][2] [...][2] [Local Health Board][1]][3] specifying 
the hospital or hospitals administered by [or otherwise available][4] [to the [clinical commissioning 
group or][2] [...][2] [Local Health Board][1]][5] in which arrangements are from time to time in force [—  

(a) for the reception of patients in cases of special urgency;

(b) for the provision of accommodation or facilities designed so as to be specially suitable for
patients who have not attained the age of 18 years.][6] 

Amendments  

1. ↑ Jump up to: 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.3 References to Health Authorities Order 2007

2. ↑ Jump up to: 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4 2.5 Health and Social Care Act 2012 s45; Health and Social Care Act
2012 (Commencement No.4, Transitional, Savings and Transitory Provisions) Order 
2013/160 art 2 (1/4/13)  

3. ↑ NHS Reform and Health Care Professions Act 2002

4. ↑ NHS and Community Care Act 1990

5. ↑ Health Authorities Act 1995

6. ↑ Mental Health Act 2007 s31; Mental Health Act 2007 (Commencement No.7 and
Transitional Provisions) Order 2008 wef 3/11/08 

This is not something that can be undertaken lightly as it has a significant system impact, which can 
last for many days.    
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Distribution list for email: 

   
  

   
  

   
    (If CAMHS) 

  (If CAMHS) 
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